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Tue Specran Generat MEETING. 


Special General Meetings of the profession are rare, 
we believe this is only the second which has been 
held since the Charter was obtained. They are 
troublesome to call, and expensive. Only when some 
question has disturbed the profession is there any 
reason for calling a special general meeting, and even 
then, unless some members are more than usually 
enthusiastic, it is unlikely that all the preliminaries 
necessary for a successful meeting will be fulfilled. 

The fact is that grievances can be more forcibly 
presented to the candidates for election on the Council 
than to a special general meeting. Twice, when a 
question of importance was before the profession, has 
a definite result been obtained by appealing to the 
electors. Twice, when a special general meeting has 
been called, no result such as that desired by the 
promoters has heen attained. 

The meeting, of which we give a full report this 
week, has been more satisfactory than was expected. 
From one member of Council and from the Solicitor 
explanations were obtained which at least show how 
the Council acted in good faith and with common 
sense in not punishing a man on rather conflicting 
evidence. : The meeting has cleared up a question 
which certainly wanted some elucidating, and those 
members who are not yet satisfied will be able to 
obtain even fuller information, if they desire, by 
reading the shorthand writer’s notes of the evidence 
taken before the Registration Committee. We think 
the matter may now be allowed todrop. Both sides 
have been heard and the Council's action has been 
explained. Possibly, as a matter of form and order, 
it would have been better if the Council, when the 
“ Cambridge case”’ first came before it, had referred 
it back to the Committee. Time would then have 
been given tothe Committee for further investiga- 
tion if necessary, and certainly for the Members of 
Council to have made themselves better acquainted 
with all the facts. 





An ERROR, OR 


Dr. Niven writes from the Public Health Office, 
Town Hall, Manchester, as follows :— 
“The observation assigned to me in the letter of your 


——— 9, 


OPERATION ON A SPLINT. 


Subject.—An aged chestnut cob with a splint two 
inches long on the inside of the off fore leg. Had 
been hunted with harriers many seasons. The splint 
was of old standing, did not cause lameness and per- 
fectly visible to the naked eye, in fact an eyesore. 
The owner, an enthusiatic huntsman, whose son had 
recently returned from India, said in so many words 
“firing and blistering are all very well, I’ve seen 
plenty of them, but sometimes they don’t remove 
the splint. My son tells me he has seen them cut 
splints off horses’ legs in India and they think nothing 
of it. I want you to try and cut this splint off. | 
am willing to take any risk. Here is the cob, now 
operate on him.”’ 

The cob was cast on the 20th of February. An 
indiarubber bandage was applied to the limb and a 
tourniquet put on at the knee. The region of the 
splint was shaved and well cleansed with sublimate 
solution. An incision about four inches long was 
made directly over the splint and the skin held back 
on each side. The periosteum was scraped off and 
with a small bone saw the splint was completely re- 
moved. After removal the piece of bony growth was 
measured. It measured 24 inches in length, half 
an inch wide at its base and stood out from the large 
and small metacarpal bones about quarter of an 
inch. 

The wound was dressed with chinosol solution 
and sutured, a pad of cotton wool applied over 
the wound and an antiseptic bandage over all. The 
sutures were removed on the third day. The wound 
was syringed out daily with chinosol solution for a 
week. Later on it healed rather tardily and was 
dressed with Lugols solution, and finally with tur- 
pentine and rape oil. 

The cob was discharged on the 28th of March. 
No trace exists of the splint up to date and the 
owner was highly pleased with the success of the 





operation. 

It would of course be somewhat foolish to operate 
on a splint near a knee joint in this fashion. Pro- 
vided the splint is in a favourable situation and nota 
egged splint the operation is worthy of further trial. 


It certainly removes the splint. If carried out under 


issue of June 8, signed Gerald W. Bloxsome is,fas you say, | -trict antiseptic and aseptic principles there seems 


th offensive and stupid, and I am at present at a loss 


to understand how it is possible to extract such a state- | 


ment from my evidence. 

I do not consider that Medical Officers of Health | 
should have anything to do with the examination of | 
cattle, except so far as may be requisite to understand 

€ position of the Veterinary Surgeon for purposes of | 


administration. Assuredly their opinion is worth very | 
little.” 


| to be little danger attending the tendons or their 


sheaths or any other structure. 


G. MayYALu. 
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AN ENORMOUS SARCOMA. 


The subject of the following notes was a brown 
gelding, seven years ofage. He had been noticed 
by the horse-keeper to be losing flesh for about a 
month prior to my attention being called to him. 
The animal gave me the appearance of being con- 
siderably overworked, but knowing this not to be the 
case, and it being spring time, 1 ordered him to go 
to grass for a month. While in the field, he had one 
or two slight attacks of colic; these, however, soon 
passed off under the usual treatment. 

The patient considerably improved in condition 
and at the expiration of six weeks was again put to 
light work. This he did only for a short time, 
when he again began to lose flesh most rapidly. The 
Appetite remained good on the face of this, the pulse 
was normal, the membranes also. On rising, how- 
ever, I noticed a slight expression of pain in the 
form of a “ half grunt.”” The wasting now, on the 
face of food and rest, continued, and prognosing the 
termination unfavourable, I ordered him to be des- 
troyed. 

The post-mortem examination was made the 
following morning. On opening the abdominal 
cavity and removing the viscera I observed a huge 
mass surrounding both kidneys and firmly adhering 
to the tissues of the back and ribs. The whole was 
carefully removed with both kidneys intact and placed 
on the scales, and much to my surprise weighed one 
hundred and twenty-five pounds. On making an in- 
cision through the centre it was solid, firm, and 
difficult to distinguish the kidney substance from the 
surrounding mass, 

I forwarded a section to Professor M’Fadyean 
who kindly informed me the nature of the neoplasm 
was a round-celled sarcoma. 

I send you, Mr. Editor, these few notes with the 
object of asking you and my brother practitioners if 
this is not an unique weight for a sarcomatous 
growth to attain and give rise only to so little dis- 
turbance beyond the wasting previously mentioned. 

Watrer Pacxman, M.R.C.V.S. 

The Wylde, Bury. 





THE VOTING PAPER. 


Mr. Cunningham’s “plaintive appeal ’’ dated 25th 
May, and suggested by the absurdity of the Voting 
Paper received by him aday or two before, could not, 
of course, ‘‘ have any influence on the present elec- 
tion.” Mr. Cunningham too, at this time of day, is 
not presumptuous enough to believe that anything he 
may write, or say, or do, will have influence on any 
election of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
He knows very well that the veterinary profession is 
wedded to its present cumbrous, unfair, and extrava- 
gant system, and that anything said agaimst it is 
generally received with a covert sneer and an assump- 
tion of incredulity and indifference. Still the absur- 
dity and injustice of the system remains. 

‘‘ Representation by minorities ”—Our Parliamen- 
tary system of election it appears is all wrong. The 





system which has filled the House of Commons go 
long and so well, which has worked so smoothly and 
given such satisfaction, and contributed in sucha 
marked degree to the welfare and prosperity of the 
country, is quite wrong in principle and practice, it 
is a ‘‘representation by minorities,” the Editor of The 
Veterinary Record says so. When six Members of 
Parliament are required, the proper way is not to 
send down to six comparatively small Constituencies 
and call on them to return six new Members. That 
is far too simple and easy and fair a system. The 
proper way is to have a plebiscite of the whole na. 
tion. Issue waggonloads of circulars and voting 
papers from Westminster, send a voting paper to 
every elector in Great Britain and Ireland, and to 
every registered subject of His Majesty in India, 
South Africa, Greenland, Polynesia and beyond the 
seas. Begin with those at home in May, but take 
time by the forelock and start with those abroad in 
February, and after this huge ‘‘ mountain has been in 
labour,” six M.P.’s, with a fair conceit of themselves, 
will walk into the House of Commons to supply the 
vacancies, caring for nothing and nobody in particu- 
lar. Under such a system four or five hundred men 
elected chiefly by the majorities of London, Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Glasgow, and such like places 
would sié in Westminster almost free and unpledged, 
with no wholesome dread of their constituences to 
keep them in order—to do very much according to 
whatever pleased them—dquite the counterpart on a 
large scale of the Council of the R.C.V.S. This talk 
about ‘‘ representation by minorities ”’ is simply huiw- 
bug, ‘‘lawyer’s dust-in-the-eyes’’’ which no sensible 
man would listen to. 

‘¢ Scotiand—a minority ”’ save in dull, dead, num- 
bers—how or when? There are three veterinary 
Colleges in Scotland and one in England ; —Scotland 
as regards colleges stands three to one. For many 
years there have been more students educated in 
Scotland than in London (and why our students 
should not have one or two good sensible qualified 
members of the profession in Council as representa- 
tives to look after their interests I am at a loss to 
know. Half the work of the Council has to do with 
students.) As regards students Scotland stands at 
least on equal terms with England. For many years 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
drawn the greater part of its income from Scotland, 
the Secretary of the Scottish section of the Examin- 
ing Board forwarding more hard cash in students’ 
fees than his colleague in the Southern district. Are 
the practitioners in Scotland so far behind in talent 
and merit as to be treated as a ‘‘ minority ?” In ex- 
amining power was the old Scotch Board so far be- 
hind even now that of the R.C.V.S. whose record for 
the past twenty years has not been particularly 
bright 2? Was Scotland in a minority in old Profes- 
sor Dick’s time ? Had the mantle of the old Pro- 
fessor descended on his successors, there cannot 
be a doubt but “Another sight had seen that morn, 
And Flodden had been Bannockburn.” History 
occasionally repeats itself. What has been before 
may be again, or something analogous. Scotland 
to our view, everything considered, is clearly 
entitled to ten seats on the Council, and yet we 
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hear that ‘if Scotland desires a (one) representa- 
tive his majority will be forthcoming.” How 
chivalrous, how generous! Scotland—a minority !— 
confound the Southern impertinence. 

‘The Principals of the schools and the “ P.V.S.” 
are always elected,” and is that always an unmixed 
blessing ? So far as my imperfect knowledge goes the 
representative of our Universities and seats of learning 
in Parliament are, or were, very rarely the Principals 
of these institutions. Their Principals and Professors 
had other and more serious work to do than to be 
every now and again rushing off to London to attend 
—necessarily very imperfectly—to the interests of 
their colleges. The best representative for Council of 
a Veterinary College might not, everything considered, 
be its Principal. In the same way with the Army. 
The P.V.S. might not—and with justice—be very 
popular among his subordinates, and under shelter 


of the ballot the members of the profession in the | 


Army might occasionally deem it best to send 
another representative to Council. I fail to see how 
this stereotyped election of the Principals of the 
Schools and Army—under the present system—is any 
advantage. 

Much sympathy is deservedly expressed for the 
only candidate from among Scotch practitioners who 
has failed to obtain a seat on the Council at 
this time When did a candidate really representing 
the practitioners of Scotland obtain a seat on the R.C. 
V.S. Council ? Will any one kindly and fairly answer 
this question ? I remember once, many years ago, 
of a Scottish Veterinary Medical Society trying hard 
to secure the return of a thoroughly good man—one 
of its members—a man in every way worthy of Coun- 
cil honours. We sent off circulars soliciting help 
and assistance to and from every quarter we could 
think of. some 1500 or so circulars in all were 
posted—I did a few hundreds myself—and we waited 
anxiously for the result. Our candidate near the foot 
of the poll left out, some Southern fellows, probably 
not nearly so good, at the head, and sent in by 
this precious R.C.V.S. system of election. It 
certainly places Scotland in a ‘“‘ minority ”’—and will 
continue to do so, so long as it exists. 

C. Cunnincuam. 

Slateford, 


10th June, 1901. 








VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


The third annual general meeting of the Society 
was held at 10, Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, 
the 5th June. There were present General Sir Fredk. 
FitzWygram, Prof. M’Fadyean, Messrs. Simpson, Ship- 
ly, Villar, Gooch, Blakeway, Wartnaby, and many 
others, ° 

Prof. Penberthy, the president, being unable to be pre- 
sent, Prof. M’Fadyean took the chair. . 

The CuarrMaN referring to the financial position of 
the fund, said on the whole it might be regarded as 
satisfactory inasmuch as £1,150 had been invested in 


Consols, although £102 had be2n voted to relief during d 


€ past year. Many cases of distress had been consider- 
in some of which the severity was extreme. Relief 
toacertain extent was afforded, but owing to our funds 
being limited only partial aid could be afforded. He 
oped every member of the profession would subscribe as 
ey were engaged in a noble work. 








Messrs. Coleman, Burrell, and Wragg were re-elected 
trustees, and Messrs. Woodger and Wragg trustees for 
the ensuing year. 


Below is printed a copy of the balance sheet. 
W. F. Barrerr, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


VicroriaA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FuND. 


BALANCE SHEET, MARCH 31sT., 1901. 


W. F. _BarreETT, Hon. Treasurer, in a/c with the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 


RECEIPTs. 


S «4 ~ 
Balance in Bank (April Ist, 1900) 132 5 8 
Interest on Investments 22 0 6 
Subscriptions 140 6 6 
Life Members 238 1 9 
Donations 5110 O 





£584 4 5 





Invested in Consols, £900. 


PAYMENTs. 





£ sa. d. 

Relief 1022 0 O 
Printing, &c. 5 2 6 
Stamps, Bank Charges, dc. 93 9 
Consols 98 15 O 
Cheque Books 012 6 
Balance at Bank 366 16 11 
,, due to Hon. Sec. 113 9 
£584 4 5 





Particulars of relief during year ending 31st March, 


1901. 
| iar ae 8 £s.d 
Mr. H 12 0 ¢ Mrs. P 12 0 0 
Mrs. D 14 0 0 Mrs. B 12 0 O 
Mr. B 12 0 O Mrs. B 6 0 0 
Mrs. R 12 0 0 Mrs. F 10 0 O 
Mrs. R 12 0 0 


£102 0 OU 





We certify that we have examined the above accounts 
and in our opinion they are correct. 
(Signed) J. Woopcer, ) , 
. . Auditors. 
E. WarTNaby, J Hon. Aw 


LAHORE VETERINARY COLLEGE. 
Prize DISTRIBUTION. 


His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor presided on 
Saturday morning, May 4th, at the annual distribution 
of prizes to the students attending the Punjab Veterinary 
College, Lahore. The proceedings were opened by the 
Principal of the College, Veterinary-Captain H. Pease, 
who, addressing the Lieutenant-Governor, said :— &.~yg 

Your Honour,—I have to thank you in the name of the 
students and staff of the College for the favour shown 
us by your presence here, at the distribution of frizes to- 


ay. 

This College, founded in 1882, has now been working 
for 19 years, during which time 578 men have qualified 
as veterinary assistants, and with very few exceptions 
have done good useful work for the people of the country 
and for the State. 
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I am glad to be able to report a year of continued 
success and steady improvement in nearly every direc- 
tion. In accordance with the decision of the confer- 
ence held at Umballa, we have introduced the three 
years’ course of education, and the first year’s examina- 
tion of the students in this course has just been held by 
the Board of Examiners, with the result that out of 36 
candidates 27 passed. This is considered by the exami- 
ners to be satisfactory, and is, I understand, better than 
at other schvols. It may be explained that we laboured 
under great difficulties this year owing to the fact that 
there were no text books in the vernacular, so that we 
have had to produce, during the year, text books on 
physiology, botany, pharmacy, and the handling of 
animals. This we have done, but the students had not 
the benefit of any of these books until the year had al- 
most passed. It iv hoped, therefore, that the results may 
be considered to be satisfactory, though we hope to do a 
little better next year. 

The final examination under the old rules was held in 
February and April 1991. The February examination 
was a special one, for the purpose of passing volunteers 
for service in South Africa. Thirty-three presented 
themselves, and thirty were successful and have gone off 
to Africa. The remainder of the class, together with 
the three failed men, went up in April, when of the 25 
candidates the same three failed. Thus of 55 candidates 
presenting themselves 52 passed the examination, a per- 
centage of 94°54 per cent., which may be considered very 
satisfactory. This class is now closed, and we have none 
but men for the three years’ course left. 

The general results of the year’s work are already be- 
fore Your Honour. There has been an improvement 
all round in the practice, shoeing, etc., and the receipts 
have slightly exceeded those estimated. Considering 
that this has been a very dear year for forage, it is satis- 
factory. 

The institution appears to be increasing in popularity, 
and this year the class of men presenting himself for ad- 
mission was much improved. Thirteen entrance passed 
men were admitted, and I had considerable difficulty in 
selecting for the remaining vacancies the most likely men 
out of the great number of Middle passed men present- 
ing themselves. A very large class of 65 has been taken, 
relying on the examiners to weed out the unlikely men 
at the first year’s examination which is a trying one for 
the student. The demand for veterinary assistants has 
been very great indeed during the year, and every man 
who required employment has readily foundit. Wehave 
over 50 men on service in South Africa, 20 in China, be- 
sides which two have gone to Uganda. As [I have be- 
fore told Your Honour, we have also men working in 
Burma, the Straits Settlements, Hong-Kong, British 
East Africa, as wellas men empluyed all over India and 
in all kinds of capacities. The men who have gone on ser- 
vice in South Africa are all from the civilian class-— 
volunteers in fact. 

All the reports received this year have been good. 
I yesterday saw a letter from Colonel Nunn, who is now 
at the War Office, who bears testimony to the good work 
our graduates have done in South Africa. Col. Matthews 
states that they have given great satisfaction and worked 
exceedingly well in the hospitals. 

That the services of men are appreciated in the Trans- 
port Department may be gathered from the great demand 
which exists for them. I yesterday received an applica 
tion for men under the new scheme, but have none avail- 
able. And also, because, as a result of representation 
made to the Military Department, their position, pay, 
and privileges have been greatly improved. It is satis- 
factory, also, to note that the North-Western Provinces 
have established a Subordinate Veterinary Service, 
which is chiefly recruited from this College. No such 
department has yet been started in the Punjab, but I 
believe the Provincial Subordinate Department is shortly 








to be launched. Iam glad to see that during the year 
three men have started in private practice and are doing 
well, especially two men in Behar. [ think that enough 
has been said to prove to Your Honour that the Punjab 
Veterinary College has a title to rank comparatively high 
for usefulness amongst the educational establishments of 
the Province, and that it has a great advantage over 
many others, because its effects are practical ; it provides 
a number of men with a ready means of not only earning 
a livelihood but of doing work the importance of which 
to the State is very considerable. Thus it turns out 
satisfied workmen, not dissatisfied scholars. It also not 
only meets Provincial wants but als» in a great measure 
contributes to supplying Imperial demands. 

I would now like to bring to Your Honour’s notice 
the amount of vernacular literary work which has been 
done from time to time by the teachers. When [I first 
joined the College as Professor in 1888 the total absence 
of veterinary vernacular literature of every description 
was very striking. There were no text books except one 
on materia medica by my esteemed friend Dr. Rahim 
Khan, and a sketchy work on anatomy. None on any 
medicine or surgery. So that the passed man was 
absolutely unable to make any progress or even to ze- 
fresh his memory, whilst the student worked uader the 
greatest difficulty. I started on my own account a 
veterinary vernacular journal, and stimulated the teacher 
Syed Sirdar Shah, with whom I worked, to produce his 
“Bovine Medicine and Surgery ” and later others dealing 
with various subjects. When | left in 1890 the Journal 
ceased but was resuscitated on my return to Lahore and 
is now going on well, being very popular. Mahtab Shah 
has produced these books dealing with his subject and 
Amir Shah these (pointing them out on the table) whilst 
these are the text books on my own subjects. These 
text books represent a considerable amount of work and 
have been produced without any aid whatever from 
Government. 

I think Your Honour will agree that we have, indeed, 
spared no labour to improve our means of teaching and 
to turn out good men, but the hope of reward sweetens 
laboar, and we are still hopeful that by proving what we 
are able to do with the means at our command, we may 
eventually succeed in obtaining the much needed con- 
tagious disease ward to enable us to practically deal with 
the subject of contagious disease. No doubt there are 
difficulties to be met in regard to the provision of money, 
but these difficulties have been overcome in every other 
Provincial Veterinary College, su that it seems certain 
that this, by far the oldest institution of its kind in 
India, wil! eventually be provided with that pressing 
requirement. 

We have to mourn the loss of an esteemed friend and 
colleague in Colonel Kettlewell, who was the first Prin- 
cipal of the school and a man of great ability in his pro- 
fession. All the teachers and passed men will recognise 
that in him a true friend and a good man has passe 
away from amongst us. His memory will, however, be 
deservedly preserved by the Kettlewell Memorial Medals 
which are yearly granted to the best men in medicine 
and surgery. 

We have to congratulate also Colonel Nunn, C.LE, 
who has been promoted over the heads of twelve men to 
that rank, and Captain Blenkinsop who has earned 4 
D.S.O., and probably more, in South Africa and Egypt. 
These are both old teachers. 


ADDRESS BY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 


The distribution of prizes was then proceeded with, 
and at the close of the ceremony Sir W. Mackworth 
Young delivered a short address. He said the record of 


: the College for the past year was a remarkable one, 4 


52 students out of 55 had assed, giving the very high 
percentage of 94°54. The present year was the last year 
of the old two-years’ course, and next year, owing to the 
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institution of the new three years’ course, there would be 
a hiatus. This breach of continuity in the outturn of 
students would be very greatly felt all over the country 
but the change would be productive of good, and from 
the year 1903 the standard of the degrees would be 
greatly raised. As this was the last time he would have 
the pleasure of presiding at that annual function, he 
would like to say a few words about the history of the 
College during his term of office as Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province. Captain Pease has been at the head of 
the institution throughout the period, and his devotion 
to his work had been conspicuous and his success great 
His Veterinary Journal had been of immense value 
not only to the students, but to the veterinary assistants, 
who had passed out from the College. During Captain 
Pease’s time the development of the College had been 
marvellous. The number of passes had increased from 
28 in 1896-7 to 52 in 1900-1, and the increase shad been 
steady. Theoriginal scheme contemplated an outturn of 30 
licensed men every year, and this number, as he had 
shown, was now nearly doubled. The calls on the Col- 
lege arising from the Frontier operations of 1897-8, the 
South African War in 1899-1900, and more recently the 
war in China, had been splendidly responded to. Some 
ene had taken up private practice in the North- 

est Provinces, and others were employed in Uganda. 
Thus the work of the College had borne fruit in many 
quarters of the giobe, and Capt. Pease might well be 
ys of the resultsachieved. The standard of efficiency 

ad been greatly raised and the Entrance standard was 

now required for entry to the College ; and notwith- 
standing this many’ candidates had to be refused. Since 
1899-1900 fees had been demanded from the students, 
and still there were 65 entries in the present year, which 
he believed was a record number. Finally there seemed 
now every prospect that the great want of the College,a 
contagious diseases ward, would be supplied. He was 
ges that the proposal on the subject which was now be- 
ore him promised the speedy fulfilment of this require- 
ment. The text-bouks written by Captain Pease and his 
assistants formed a most valuable library, and were a 
standing witness of the indefatigable industry of the 
teachers. He was glad to be able to mention that the 
salaries of the subordinate teaching staff had been im- 
proved—a measure thoroughly deserved. 

His Honour cencluded as follows :—“ Now in conclu- 
sion let me say a few words to the students about the 
profession they have entered. As I have said on previous 
occasions, that profession is a most honourable one. I 
may mention here that it has been arranged that veteri- 
nary classes should be held at the Aitchison Chiefs’ Col- 
lege in connection with this College. It has been felt 
that those who are to occupy large stations and to have 
large estates will be benefited by knowing something 
about animals, especially where the estate depends for 
its prosperity upon the maintenance in good condition 
of large numbers of live-stock. The relief of suffering 
dumb animals is only second in its beneficent operation 
to the relief of human suffering, and fills a need con- 
spicuous in India. There is just as great a scope for 
the conscientious discharge of duty in your profession as 
in any other, and you have the satisfaction of feeling 
that you are pioneers in the vast field of usefulness which 
is open to you. Honour your profession, and exalt it by 
@ consistent conscientious discharge of your duties. The 
animal world belongs to the Great Creator of the uni- 
verse whose servants you are. Do not think, when you 
g0 out from this institution, that you have no more to 
learn. You will have but begun your education, and 
you must complete it by self-denying study, and earnest 
devotion to the work you have taken in hand. Keep a 
clean hand and a tender heart, and you will have a 
career which will be useful to your generation, a credit 
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_The 58th annual meeting of the Koyal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C., on Wednesday, June 5th, 1901. A.C. 
Cope, Esq., President, occupying the chair. The follow- 
ing were present:—General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 
Vet.-Col. Duck, Vet.-Col. Lambert ; Professors M’Fad- 
yean and Pritchard: Messrs. J. Abson, G. A. Banham, 
S. Bennett, John Blakeway, J. H. Carter, R. W. Clarke, 
W. R. Clarke, H. J. Dawes, Henry Gray, Wright 
Graves, F. L. Gooch, Wm. Hunting, E. R. Harding, 
J.S, Hurndall, A. H. Jacobs, A. A. Johnson, Lawson, 
Levie, H. Lomas, James MacArthur, Hugh A. Mac- 
Cormack, G. D. Martin, Mason, Mulvey, A. J. Owles, 
H. L. Roberts, J. Rowe, Wm. Shipley, 8S. Slocock, 
C. A. Squair, J. A. Todd, S. Villar, F. Walpole, J. 
Ward, J. Wartnaby, A. L. Wilson, F. W. Wragg, Mr. 
Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. A. W. Hill (secretary.) 

The SecrErary read the notice convening the meet- 
ing published in The London Gazette. 

On the motion of Mr. Mutvey, seconded by Mr. 
WarTNABY, the minutes of the last annual general 
meeting were taken as read and approved. 

The SecRETARY announced the result of the ballot for 
the election of new Members of Council. 


Elected. 
Wragg 724 McCall 587 
Cope 666 Mulvey 587 
Carter 643 McKinna 561 
Williams 639 Mettam 561 
Shipley 621 Shave 434 


Not Elected. 
Slocock 354 Clarke 258 
Thompson 343 Reekie 162 
Gray 295 Irving 146 
Meredith 282 

The PrEsIpENT declared these gentlemen duly elected 
members of the Council. 

The meeting then proceeded to ballot for two gentle- 
men to take the places of Prof. Pritchard and Mr. Winter 
who had retired from the Council. 

On the ballot being tak en, Mr. A. C. Cope was elected 
in the place of Mr. Winter, and Professor Mettam in 
the place of Professor Pritchard. 

On the motion of Mr. VILLAR, seconded by Mr. As- 
sON, a vote of thanks was accorded to the scrutineers 
for their services in examining the voting papers. 





DIscussION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


Mr. Lawson: I beg to propose that the report be 
received. 

Mr. CarTER seconded the motion. 

Mr. VintaR: There is a matter of considerable 
interest, not oniy to the veterinary profession but to the 
outside public, to which I wish to allude. It is not 
specifically mentioned in the report, but as two para- 
graphs in the report bear on it [ think perhaps it is 
open for discussion now. The subject which [ allude to 
is what for want of a better term I may call the present 
stagnation in the numbers of our profession. If you 
will refer to the report you will find that during the 
past year 78 gentlemen were admitted members of the 
profession, while later on in the report it is shown by 
the Registrar that the number of deaths recorded during 
the year has been 74. As our Secretary has a difficulty 
sometimes in getting information of men who have died, 
I venture therefore to -hink we may take it that during 





to your teachers, and a source of complete satisfaction to 
yourselves. (App.) . 

His Honour afterwards inspected the College and then 
took his departure.— The Civil and Military Gazette. 


the past year, the first year of the 20th century, there has 


| been no increase in the numbers of the veterinary pro- 
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fession. 
have had granted to us a monopoly of the veterinary 
treatment of animals in this country, so that while we 
have great privileges we also incur certain duties, I 
think one of those duties is that we should supply at all 
events a number of members of our profession equal to 
the demands. It occursto me that this is a question 
which all of us might seriously study in our spare 
moments—how it is that seeing that nearly all the 
learned professions are overcrowded our own veterinary 
rofession is not increased even by a single member. 
hat is the cause? It cannot be that the examinations 
are tuo stiff, because if we Jook at the paragraphs in the 
report referring to the examinations we find that nearly 
two-thirds of those who presented themselves passed the 
examinations during the year. Therefore one can 
reasonably assume that the examinations are rather 
lenient than severe. A gentleman suggested to me some 
time ago that lately there has been great commercial 
activity, and that young men instead ot entering the 
learned professions are going in for mercantile life, feeling 
that they havea more ready means of obtaining a fortune 
Is that the reason? That there is a demand for veteri- 
nary surgeons I do not think any one can doubt, at the 
present time there being between forty and fifty 
vacancies in the Army Veterinary Department. You 
know as well as I do that quite recently a very large 
number of veterinary surgeons have been advertised for 
to proceed to our colonies and to take up duties in 
various parts of the world. I think this one of those 
uestions which we ought to take up and think over—- 
Whether it is not our duty to ourselves, to the profes- 
sion, and to the general public to find out if we can the 
reasons of so few coming forward, and if possible en- 
deavour to obtain suitable men as recruits to our pro- 
fession. 

Mr. Warp: I quite agree with what Mr. Villar has 
said, because I have happened to have looked through 
some old reports and have noted down the figures. The 
fees received from examinations and registration in 1898 
amounted to £2550; in 1899 to £2377; in 1900 to 
£2117 ; and in 1901 to £1935. The amount of fees re- 
ceived has fallen at least £200 every year. There is one 
thing I do not understand, namely, that last year there 
were 2,000 odd examined and the examination fees 
amounted to £1300; this year only 1900 were examined 
but the fees amounted to £1390. The examinations 
seem to decrease but the examinatiun fees seem to in- 
¢rease. There may be an explanation of it, but I do not 
understand it exactly. We seem to be getting as dry 
up in London as in the country ; things do not progress. 
I notice that in the bank reserve in 1899 we had £400 ; 
in 1900 £300, and this year we have only £170. We 
seem to be going down hill altogether ; we seem to be 
drying up in the source from which the bank is re- 
plenished. I wish to make a few remarks on the ques- 
tion of Registration mentioned in the report. The 
crimes are there mentioned under two headings, the 
definite and indefinite. The definite seems to be that 
of advertising, and the indefinite seems to come under 
uaprofessional conduct, which, of course depends a great 
deal upon the opinion of the Committee and the fashion 
of thetimes. I quite agree with both of them,but at the 
same time I think the Committee ought to deal justly. 
Smith advertises that his medicines are good for “gripes” 
and “ pip” or anything else, and he has his name re- 
moved from the Register ; but if a gentlemen who is an 
examiner likes to try and get an extra shilling if he can 
by publishing and advertising his name as an examiner 
of the College, and a professor of such and such a 
college, and that he is at home for consultation on such 
and such hours, he is equally guilty as Smith is. I cut 
out this little advertisement intending to send it to the 
Editor of The Veterinary Record as he generally makes 
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the members toe the line ina very pleasant way as well 
as the Council. Somehow or other I neglected to do 
it, but I should be very glad of your opinion as to 
| whether it comes under the head of advertising or not. 

Mr. Mason : It has been before the Council. 

Mr. Apson : These things should be forwarded to the 
Secretary, not to the journals. 

Mr. Warp: This is an advertisement of a member 
who advertises that he is an examiner of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, a professor at the Royal 
College at Cirencester, and that he can be consulted on 
all veterinary matters. 

Mr. TriGGER : That case was dealt with by the Regis- 
tration Committee, and the member was dealt with just 
as any member of the profession would be dealt with. 
He was called upon to withdraw his notice like any 
other member of the profession, and he did so. 

Mr. Warp: I was not aware of that. To refer again 
to the report, [read : “The Council have considered the 
applications for the restoration of names to the Register 
of persons who have been removed for various offences, 
and have acceded to them on evidence of good conduct 
in the meantime.” I should like to know what is the 
time of probation allowed to members after they send 
in their application. Does it mean a year, or two years, 
or five years “on evidence of good conduct in the 
meantime.” 

The PrEesIpENT : That depends upon the nature of the 
offence. 

Mr. Warp: I think the names of those persons who 
have been convicted of offences and who have been im- 
prisoned ought not on any account again be reinstated 
on the Register. 

The PRESIDENT: I can assure you that the Council 
and the Committee take the greatest possible interest in 
all points of that kind and consider them most carefully 
and justly. hey do the best they can to look after the 
interests of the profession without doing any serious in- 
jury to the man unless it is absolutely necessary. You 
need not have any alarm on that subject. 

Mr. Warp: I quite agree that members who have 
been guilty of advertising, or what is considered un- 
professional ccnduct, should be reinstated after a period 
of probation, but I do not think that members who have 
been guilty of crime should be allowed on the Register 
again under any consideration. 

Mr. Mutvey: They never have been. 

Mr. Warp: We are kept in the dark about the matter, 
because we do not know whose names are reinstated. 
We have the names given to us of those members who 
have died, but we do not know tbe resuscitated mem- 
bers. I do not see why the resuscitated names should 
not be given in the annual report as well as the 
deceased. 

Mr. Mutvey: You don’t want to pillory a man more 
than is absolutely necessary. 

Vet.-Col. Lampert : With regard to Mr. Villar’s re- 
marks as to the number of gentlemen who have joined 
the profession during the past year, other professions 
have had the same experience as we have. The decrease 
in the numbers is due to the enlistment of young gentle- 
men in the Imperial Yeomanry and other corps for active 
service in South Africa. 

Major Owes: I do not know whether it would be 
proper to allude to the great loss we have sustained by 
the recent death of a very eminent member of the pro 
fession, one who was well known in this room, and who 
did perhaps as much as any other member of the pro- 
fession for its advancement and good, our late departed 
friend Dr. Fleming. I think it would be only right for 
us to allude to the sad calamity which the profession has 
sustained, and to remember an old and valued friend who 
has done so much and whose interest was so much cen 
tered in the profession. I should feel grieved if we took 
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no notice of the departure of this eminent member of our 
profession who sat in the chair more than once and did so 
much for the advancement of the profession. 

The Prestpent : The Council has already sent a vote 
of condvlence to the wife of Dr. Fleming as representing 
the body corporate. 

Major Owtes: I was not aware of that, but still | 
think it would not be out of place if we made a note of it 
on the minutes of the annual meeting. 

Mr. TricGer: I should have pleasure in seconding 
the resolution if Major Owles will add the names of 
Prof. Williams and Sir Henry Simpson. We must not 
be invidious in any case. I should have much pleasure 
in secunding a resolution that we place upon the minutes 
of this meeting our deep sense of the loss sustained by the 
profession in the deaths of Dr. Fleming, Prof. Williams 
and Sir Henry Simpson. ; 
— Owes: I shall be very pleased “to accept 
that. 

Mr. Lawson : I[ now beg to propose that the report be 
received and adopted, as the discussion is fairly well 
closed. Evidently the profession must be pretty well 
agreed as to what the Council has done during the last 
twelve months. The criticism on the report has not been 
very great, showing that the Council have done their 
work ina very efficient manner. I beg to propose the 
adoption, 

Mr. Goocn: I have much pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. At the same time I think we shall have to 
look further afield than the suggestion thrown out by 
Col. Lambert with regard to the decrease in the number 
of entrants into the veterinary profession. It has gone on 
for two or three years now. Personally I think we must 
look to a pecuniary cause. 

Major OwLEs resolution “That the profession records 
its deep sense of the loss sustained by the profession in 
the deaths of Dr. Fleming, Prof. Williams, and Sir Henry 
Simpson, and that the same be recorded on the minutes 
of the meeting ” was put and carried unanimously. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put 
and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Carter, seconded by Major 
Owles, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman for 
presiding. 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING. 
Mr. A. C. Cope, President, in the chair. The follow- 
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prosecution, and that he sucessfully refused saying that 
it was the duty of the College and not his duty to under- 
take the prosecution. That is the first point which I 
just wish to notice. 

Now then we come after the investigation by the 
Registration Committee to the Council meeting at which 
the report of the Registration Committee was read. In 
the tirst place I should like to read or have read the 
Section of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881 which 
deals with these cases and which directs the conduct of 
the Council and Committee. This is what it says : “ The 
Council of the said Royal College shall for the purpose 
of exercising in any case the power of removing a name 
from or of restoring a name to the Register of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, ascertain the facts of the case by a Com- 
mittee of the Council, the powers of the Committee being 
exercisable by not fewer than three members of the 
Committee, and a report of the Committee after hearing 
the person concerned if he so desires shall be for the 
purpose aforesaid conc!usive as to the facts, but so that 
the Council shall form their own judgment on the case 
independently of any opinion of the Committee.” That 
seems, sir, clear enough that the Committee’s duty is to 
report conclusively on the facts and to supply the Coun- 
cil with a clear finding as to the facts, and that the 
Council has no business to interfere or to dispute the 
facts, but has to find whether those facts amount to un- 
professional conduct or not, and also if they do 
amount to unprofessional conduct what course should be 
pursued. The Committee do not seem to be debarred 
from expressing an opinion as to what should be done, 
but that is merely an opinion, but the reported facts by 
the Committee is binding. I cannot see that the Com- 
mittee seem to have taken very great pains to inform the 
Council as to the facts of this case. All they seem to 
have done as far as I can see from 7'he Veterinary Record 
is to state the formal charge,and merely state that they 
found it proved. The formal charge from 7'he Veterc- 
nary Record wasthis: “That the member was guilty of 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect in stating 
to a livery stable keeper that he had glanders in his 
stable, and in manipulating two skulls to support that 
statement knowing it to be untrue for purposes of his 
own.” It cannot be said that this conveys a very clear 
idea as to the facts. No one can make out very much 
with regard to this misty statement about manipulating 
two skulls and the only clear fact in the report is that 
the defendant made a statement knowing it to be un- 
true. The first thing that happened in the Council meet- 








ing Members were present :—Messrs. Abson, Banham, 
Barrett, Bennett, Blakeway, Butters, Carter, Clarke, 
Dawes, Graves, Gray, Hall, Harding, Hobday, John- | 
son, Levie, Martin, Mason, Penberthy, Pollock, Prit- | 
chard, Rennie, Squair, Simpson, Shipley, junr., Slocock, | 
Trigger, Todd, Villar, Walpole, Woodroffe, Willett, | 
Wooff, Wragg, Hill (Secretary), Thatcher (Solicitor). _ | 

The PresipENT: (ientlemen, the Secretary will | 
read the advertisement and notice of this special meet- | 


ing. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening the | 
meeting. | 

The Presipent: You have heard the notice of the | 
meeting read. Y 
make I should be obliged if he would send me up his | 
name on a piece of paper and I will take you all in rota- 
tion as the papers come in. 


| gether from the reporter’s notes. 


5 
If any gentleman has any remarks to | ably, from this shorthand reporter’s notes. 


ing after the adoption of the report was moved and 
seconded was, that one fact in the report was attacked 
by Prof. Penberthy. Prof. Penberthy had not been 
present at the Committee meeting, and he admitted bim- 
self to be altogether guided by the reporter's notes of the 
evidence. But he made some very damaging statements 
regarding the Registration Committee gathered alto- 
My note is, he says 
that the case was proved absolutely for and not against 
the defendant, and that there was not one tittle of evi- 
dence to show that the man had done anything disgrace- 
ful in a professional sense. He then proceeded to lay a 


version of facts before the Council, gathered presum- 
Mr. Wragg 


_ objected to that course being taken, and toa member dis- 
cussing the facts from a knowledge gained by the notes, 


but the objection was overruled by the then President. 


Mr. W. Rocer Crarke:: I rise, sir, to propose the first So Professor Penberthy proceeded to go on with his view 


resolution and I wish to glance at one or two phases of | 
the aspect of the Council with regard to this case. In 


of the case, and in answer to a question he said this : “I 
propose to state my view of the case. I do not admit in 


the first place I wish just to call attentipn to this fact | the first place any opposite view of the case or an opposite 


which I gathered from some utterances of the Solicitor 
at the Council meeting, that when the informant first 
laid the particulars of the Cambridge case before the 
Registration Committee he was asked to saddle himself 
with all the responsibility and all the expenses of the 








side of the story.” ( : 
opposite side of the story, according to Professor Pen- 
berthy, appeared in the shorthand reporter’s notes. So 
he stated his version uf the facts which certainly wholly 


Presumably, we can assume that no 
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absolved the defendant from any such charge as the 
Committee reported proved against him and only left 
us to wonder why the Committee should have found the 
case proved, especially as he asserted that in his view 
came out by the evidence as clearly as it possibly could. 
Then, after first insinuating or suggesting a suspicion 
that the Registration Committee had decided on the case 
without ever discussing it, Professor Penberthy finally 
wound up his championship of the defendant by terrify- 
ing the Council, or attempting to terrify them, with the 
rospect of a successful appeal to the Privy Council. 
here are two things about this speech of Professor 
Penberthy’s. The first was whether as a contradiction 
of a fact contained in the report it ever ought to be 
delivered, and the second is what it really meant to the 
Registration Committee who tried the case and especi- 
ally to the three members who convicted. It seems to 
me simply this, that those members brought up this man 
from Cambridge, subjected him to all the anxiety and 
to all the expense of a prosecntion, on one of the most 
serious charges that can be directed against a veterinary 
surgeon, and convicted him finally, and then were unable 
at the finish to show one tittle of evidence in support of 
the conviction. 
I do not propose to spend much time on the discussion. 
[ only wish to notice one question of Prof. Edgar’s. This 
is it: “May I ask how it 1s to be expected that this 
‘Council shall be able to form a judgment on such an 
important matter as this when the large majority of the 
Council are not cognisant of all the facts of the case.” 
The then President, Mr. Simpson, then ruled that the 
report of the committee was to be accepted or rejected. 
There was a third course, which never seems to have 
occurred to anyone, and that was in the state of doubt 
that did exist, to refer the matter back to the Registra- 
tion Committee to further report on it. That never 
seems to have occurred to anyone. What seems to have 
happened is this. This majority of Councilmen knew 


nothing about the facts admittedly fron Prof. Edgar’s: 


speech. They did know that a man had been convicted 
of a very serious charge. They had just heard also the 
Registration Committee’s efficiency very seriously im- 
pugned and yet they simply refused to adopt the report 
without making any further attempt to get at the truth 
of the facts. 

The next step in the case was the publication a few 
weeks afterwards in Vhe Veterinary Record of an 
account, under the signature of Mr. Hunting, which was 
professedly an answer to, and an attack on Professor 
Penberthy. It stated a lot of additional evidence not 
only for the prosecution but also for the defence. The 
only thing I wish to say about it at present is that it 

laced an altogether different complexion on the case. 
Mr. Hunting in a short leaderin J’he Record on the 
same day said that he stated the case with some hesita- 
tion and regret, his regret being that so clear a case had 
been made out for revision, and finally finished up his 
leader by saying that if the case was not gone into again 
hy the Registration Committee we--I do not know 
whether he meant the profession or whether he meant 
the editorial “ we ”—can only believe that a miscarriage 
of justice has taken place, and that some undiscovered 
reasons exist for a refusal to apply disciplinary punish- 
ment. Well, although the account put an altogether 
different complexion cn the case, and although it con- 
tained a professional attack on Prof. Penberthy, it re- 
mained altogether unnoticed, and the next real thing in 
the conduct of the Council is on October 10th, when a 
letter was read from Mr. Banham relating to this case. 
In this letter Mr. Banham complained of the Council dis- 
cussing the case admittedly without a large number of 
the Council knowing the real facts of the case. He went 
on to say that having heard the evidence for the defence 
he was bound to hold that there was not an iota of evi- 
dence brought before that Committee to justify them in 








arriving at any other conclusion than that of guilty as 
they reported it, and he again went on to suggest that if 
the Council wished to ascertain the facts, that the wit- 
nesses themselves should give their evidence again before 
the whole Council. That sounded a fair enough expres- 
sion of opinion that the conviction of the Council was 
wrong, and a fair enough desire that the Council should 
look into it. It was simply this. In the first place the 
President, who was more than any other man bound to 
preserve impartiality between the Council and the pro- 
fession, simply stated that the letter related to the Cam- 
bridge case, and put it to the members whether it was 
desirable that the letter should be read. It was moved 
and seconded that the letter should be read, and a short 
letter from Mr. Winter, then a Member of Council, also 
expressing a desire that the case should be re-opened ; 
then immediately after those letters were read I noticed 
that Prof. Dewar asked if any of the Members of the 
Council who came to an opposite decision had any re- 
marks to make and he was immediately met by cries of 
“No, no.” Then Prof. Dewar moved that the case should 
be re-opened, and in his speech I only wish to call your 
attention to one paragraph. I am quite certain that I can 
say without fear of contradiction that half of the mem- 
bers of Council did not know anything of the case when 
it was decided upon. This motion found no seconder, 
and it has been successfully opposed by Mr. Trigger in a 
speech which several members have torn to pieces since, 
and the final stage of the proceeding was that the Presi- 
dent asked whether the reporters should take any notes 
of it. Luckily Mr. Trigger said that he did not mind, and 
if it had not been for Mr. Trigger it seems very proba- 
ble that the whole letter and the discussion upon it 
would never have been known by the profession. 

That is about all I wish tosay as far as we can go into 
the conduct of the Council, and I wish merely to pro- 
pose a resolution which commits the meeting to an 
opinion that the matter has not gone far enough. The 
resolution is this: “ That this meeting is of opinion that 
the action of the Council ve the Cambridge case has 
been so unsatisfactory as to call for immediate explana- 
tion.” Other resolutions can decide as to what explana- 
tion is required by the profession. 

The PREsIDENT: I will ask our Secretary to be kind 
enough to read the proposition. 

_The Secretary (Mr. A. W. Hil!) read the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Gray: I shall be pleased to second that, sir, and 
may I ask vou if you will kindly produce the shorthand 
reporter’s notes which were taken at the committee on 
this case, as I think it is only right that we should get 
the truth so that every member of the profession may 
assist in arriving at the truth. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid the last part of your 
question is one which | must refer to the Council. 
am not ina position myself to give you a copy of the 
shorthand writer’s notes. 

Mr. Gray: Why not? 

Mr. W, RoGerR CLARKE: May I ask the Secretary to 
read that bye-law which refers to documents kept in the 
custody of the Secretary? I forget the number at this 
moment. 

Mr. THatcHerR: This I think is the one you refer to. 
It is bye-law 36—“ No book or document in the custody 
of the Secretary or of any officer of the College shall be 
open to inspection, unless to Members of Council, except 
by order of the Council or of the President ; but no book 
or document shall be available which has not been before 
the Council.” 

Mr. W. Rocer CLARKE : I think that isthe bye-law to 
which I referred, sir, and it says “except by order of the 
Council or of the Presidegt.” So that the President, It 
seems to me, has power to order these notes to be pro- 
duced. ; 

The Presipent: Admitting that your legal view or 
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-aspect of this is correct, you can quite appreciate that I 
should not think myself in a position to carry out your 
wishes without previously consulting the Council. ~ 
Mr. R. Rocer Crarke: I can quite appreciate, sir 
that it is within your choice, as President, as to whether 
you order the notes to be produced or not. I think Iam 
right in maintaining that the President has the power of 


doing so if he chooses ? 


Mr Gray: If he refuses it is the only evidence we 
have by which we can tell whether the Council have 
done their duty or not. 

Mr. Barrett: May I say, although I am totally op- 
posed to the proceedings which have been instituted to- 
day, that I think there can be no objection to these re- 
ports going before you. We are all desirous that the 
truth should be arrived at, and I, personally, should not 
‘have the slightest objection to producing them. Of 
course, sir, 1 should much prefer you should exercise your 
own discretion. 

Prof. PrircHarD: If I may say a word, sir, I think 


the whole of what we have heard this afternoon is en- | 


tirely on hearsay, and I think my friend Mr. Bower will 
tell you that heresay is not evidence. 

Mr. W. RoGer CLarKE: It is in print. You were 
not in the room, Prof. Pritchard, when it started. 

Mr. THATCHER : //eve are the shorthand notes. This 
case, as | know from painful experience, took five hours 
to go through with the shorthand writer writing at such 
top speed during the time that he appealed to me once 
or twice not to speak quite so fast. I think it would take, 
as you can judge for yourselves, about three or four 
hours to read these notes through. But if there is any 
point or any question that you would like to refer to, I 
think, as | know pretty well the sequence of the witnesses 
and so on, that I could refer you to it, and I shall be very 
glad, with the President’s consent, of course, to assist you 
in any way possible. Is there any particular witness 
whose evidence you would like, or the statement of the 
prosecutor—at least there was ro prosecutor ; | suppose 
I was the prosecutur—the statement by the complainant 
or by the defendant himself ? 

Mr. Gray: On what grounds did the three in the 
majority come to their conclusion / 

Mr. THatcHerR: That I cannot tell you, because | was 
put in this position, I was challenged by the defendant's 


position I endeavoured to take up at that enquiry was 
that of judge advocate of court martial, to get it through 
without fear or favour to one side or to the other. That 
point was objected to by the defendant’s counsel, who 
wished me to leave the Council entirely without legal 
assistance and to conduct the case for the prosecution 
myself. I took him on his own ground and didit. I 
endeavoured to get out those facts as fairly as I could 
both in the interests of the man himself and of the pro- 
fession, I had no interest in driving the man out of the 
profession if he ought not to be punished, and I en- 


and to the man himself. The result of that was that 
when the time came for the Committee to give their de- 
cision I, as prosecuting solicitor, in common with the 
solicitor on the other side and the counsel and the wit- 
nesses, had to withdraw, and I was not present at the 
discussion which took place. I know, however, that it 
was a long one and that we were kept down in the wait- 
ing room so long that Mr. Wilde, the counsel, said ‘het 
shall not stop any longer”-—and he did not. The de- 
cision, when arrived at, was communicated to the solicitor 
for the defendant and myself, and I believe some of the 
witnesses, who came into the room, as well, but I know 
the discussion was a long one. If there is any point in 
the enquiry that you would like, I will refer toit. | 
The Presrpent: There is no objection to your seeing 


was not a tittle of evidence against the defendant, why 
are we to take no steps to punish the man who made the 
complaint ? 

Mr. Gray: It states in the Charter that the Council 
shall abide by the decision of the majority of the Regis- 
tration Committee as to the facts of the case. 

Mr Tuatcuer: You are quite right, Mr. Gray, only 
you quoted the Charter instead of the Act. The words 
were correctly quoted by the opener, viz., That the find- 
| Ing of the Committee is to be conclusive as to facts, but 
_ the Council has the power to form their own opinion in- 
| dependently of the Committee itself. I want rather to 
_ look upon it in this way, as to the reasonableness of what 

is going to be done. Before you can strike a man off the 
Register you have to do this. You must have a meeting 
| of the Council, and there must be present at the meeting 
| three-fourths of the total members of Council, and two- 
thirds of them must vote in favour of the man being 
taken off. There is an old adage, you know, to the effect 
that you can take a horse tu the water, but you cannot 
make him drink, and it seems to me that when the 
Registration Committee had brought this matter before 
the council, they cannot force the Council to come to a 
vote if the Council do not chose to come to a resolution. 
I was at the meeting and | heard what was said, and 
what happened was this. Here are tive men, and they 
sit here for tive hours. They had before them— 

Mr. Rowe: Whisky! (Laughter). 

Mr. THatcuer: They had before them two legal 
gentlemen ; witness after witness was called, and they 
had an opportunity, which the Council do not get, and 
which certainly we have not got at this present moment, 
of observing the way in which each witness gave his 
evidence, his demeanour, and everything about it. The 
result of that, after five hours work and five hours 
struggle, was that three held one opinion and two the 
other. The matter is brought before the Council and 
the question is asked : Why did not the Council come to 
a decision? My wonder would have been if the Council 
had come to a decision after hearing all that was said on 
the one side and on the other side. I[ should have been 
very much surprised if they had agreed, and I think the 
Council exercised a very wise discretion in saying, If you 
cannot agree, we will just leave the thing alone. What 
could they do otherwise / 

Mr. Woorr : Do I understand from your remarks, sir, 
that when you appoint a Committee it is a mere matter 
of form, and whatever they do it is pooh poohed by the 
Council ? 

Mr. THATCHER: Dear me, No! I merely say that in 
this case that my wonder would have been if the Council 
had arrived at an unanimous decision. 

Mr. Woorr: Five gentlemen come here and give the 
whole of the day to the matter which the other members 
have not done, and then, whatever they tried to do, the 
encouragement they get is, “ You know nothing at all 
about it ; we will decide for you.” 

Mr. THATCHER: My point is this, that the Council 
would have acted very unwisely if they had decided it 
upon a single ‘vote—three one way and two the other. 
Suppose a man had been there who had an_ opposite 
opinion—you see that is the position—remember what 
that would mean. Our laws are like the laws of Draco ; 
his punishment was death; our punishment is pro 
fessional death. If you strike a man off the Register you 
ruin him, and is the Council to be asked on the vote of 
one man to strike another off the Register and ruin him 
for life? I do not think you will find any body of fair- 
dealing men to come to such a decision as that. Certainly 
I should shrink from it. I have my own opinion about 
this case, and I shali hold it, and if | had been on the 
Council I certainly shculd have shrunk from accepting 
such a very serious responsibility as that. The Courts 
of Law are open and this case could have been tried in a 














the document here. ; 
Mr. McArtuur : If, as Prof. Penberthy has said, there 


Court of Law, and you could have got the verdict of a 
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jury if anybody injured you, but when you ask the 
Council to do so, then I must say that I consider it is a 
responsibility which they were very wise in declining. 

Mr. W. RoGerR CLARKE: May I answer Mr. Thatcher, 
sir, at this moment ? 

The PresipENT: [ think not ; it is like arguing with 
the Judge to argue with Mr. Thatcher. I should like to 
know if any other gentleman wishes to make any re- 
marks upon this question. 

Mr. Wooprorr Hitt: Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
before I support this movement, as Mr. Thatcher has told 
us that it would take three or four hours to read those 
shorthand notes through, [ would suggest that they be 

rinted and circulated amongst us. It is only right and 
just, because this case is far too serious for five members 
of Council to deal with. It is not a fair hearing, and that 
I shall maintain when I support it. 

Mr. Tuatcuer : Of course, Mr. Hill, you quite under- 
stand this. Thisis alegal point. There isa lot in these 
shorthand notes which if published might be considered 
libellous, and who is going to bear the responsibility of an 
action if anybody chooses to bring one ? 

Mr. Wooprorr Hii: Then I presume the members 
of the profession might be allowed to come here and see 
them without having them printed and circulated. 

The Presipent : Yes, they will be open for your in- 
spection but of course we cannot allow the document to 
go out of our charge. 

Mr. THATCHER : You will want half a day to do it. 

Mr. Wooprorr Hii: [ think it is worth half a day 
because this is with reference to a man who is much 
esteemed in the profession and who has been blackballed 
by another man, and I am determined to get at the 
bottom of it. 

Mr. Gray: Would any of the members present who 
sat upon that Committee give us the reason why they 
considered him innocent. 

R Mr. Wooprorr Hitx: Yes, that is what I want to 

now. , 

The PrestpEnt : I do not think you can expect that. 

Mr. Gray: My object is not to get the man struck off 
the Register, but only to arrive at the truth. 

Mr. Barrett: As a member of this Council and as 
one of those who sat upon the Committee I think I 
ought to make a few observations to the meeting. I did 
not intend to do so and perhaps my brother Councillors 
will blame me for rising upon this occasion, but I think 
we are all desirous, both those who oppose and those 
who are in favour of the man that at any rate the truth 
should be arrived at. I should like to say at once that 
I think Mr. Roger Clarke has opened his case in a very 
temperate manner, and that at any rate the remarks 
which have fallen from him are well worthy not only of 
the consideration of the Council but of the members 
who are here assembled, and I think it is to be re- 
gretted that one remark alone has been uttered by a 
gentleman who ought to hold a high position in the pro- 
fession which is derogatory to this meeting, and which 
seems to impute sone misconduct on the part of the 
Committee, and that was the use of the term “ whisky ” 
[Cries of “ No, no”], because I can assure you that the 
members of the Committee who sat in judgment on this 
case were most anxious to arrive at a true and correct 
conclusion. I cannot help thinking that it is to be re- 
gretted that the Committee was such a small one, but 
whether there were five members present or whether 
there were 20, the responsibility was the same, and we 
were compelled on that occasion after hearing evidence 
to come to some definite conclusion, aye or nay ; and the 
Committee after five hours work, and after hearing 
Counse! on the one side, and Mr, Thatcher on the other, 
who, if I may say so, very ably conducted the prosecu- 
tion and showed no vindictiveness, the majority of the 
Council came to the conclusion that the man was guilty. 
You ask, and perhaps rightly ask, why the Council did 





not act on that suggestion. I will tell you. I per- 


fectly agree with the remarks have fallen from Mr. 


Thatcher that the Council wculd have acted most un- 
wisely if it had taken any other course than that which 
it adopted. There were five of us present, and two 
came to the conclusion that the man was innocent. Some 
gentleman has asked, why did they come to that con- 
clusion? I can only say that the minds of men differ, 
and that facts which convince one man, do not neces- 


sarily convince the other. Atany rate two gentlemen, in 


the honest exercise of their best judgment, came to that 
conclusion, that this man was not guilty, and, sir, the 
evidence was very conflicting and I am not surprised at 
it. Three of us came to an opposite conclusion. I do 
not hesitate to say that upon that evidence which | 
heard I believed that the man was guilty of the charge 
which was brought against him, but having said that, I 
go no further, and I say in view of the conflicting _test- 
mony, and in view of the uncertainty of the evidence, 
and in view of the narrow majority, the Council, acted 
wisely in coming to the decisicn at which it arrived 
(Hear, hear.) You ask why should the Council have 
come to that conclusion? Gentlemen, why should it 
have come to any other conclusion? [f a man is brought 
before an Assize Court, the verdict of the jury has to be 
unanimous, and what would you say of a judge, and 
what would you say of the laws of your country if, upon 
a bare majority,a man was to be hanged? That was 
the case here. I do not regret the step I took upon this 
occasion when the matter was before the Council. I 
told them plainly that I believed the man was guilty, 
but I said you incur a heavy responsibility if you find 
guilty, having regard to the fact that by one vote, and 
one vote only, was that man condemned. I rather regret, 
and I am going to take this opportunity of saying so, 
that he was condemned by that one vote, and [ am 
going to be honest in this case, [am going to tell you 
what happened. Mr. Banham came to me at my cham- 
bers and asked me if I would hold a brief on his behalf. 
I said at first that I should be pleased to do so, of 
course resigning my position on the Committee before 
doing it. 

Mr. BanHAM : Before ycu go any further, Mr. Barrett, 
I think I ought to say in justice to this meeting, that | 
did not ask you anything of the kind. I simply stated 
that Mr. Thatcher told me that I ought to do so, and | 
came to ask your opinion. 

Mr. THatcHer: I told you, Mr. Banham, that you 
ought to prosecute, and I say so still. 

Mr. Banuam: I am much obliged for your opinion, 
Mr. Thatcher, but I did not come here to ask you. 

Mr. Barrett : I have known Mr. Banham for many 
years and [ respect him, and always have done, and I am 
only stating what actually occurred, which was this. He 
came to my chambers to consult me, I presume, and ask 
my opinion. - He said he was desirous of prosecuting 
Mr. Bennett. I did not know why he should _ prosecute 
him, and I see no reason why he should vindictively 
desire to prosecute him now. He may be an opponent 
of his in Cambridge, but nevertheless a man cannot be 
hunted from the profession, and especially so when the 
Council, after due care and deliberation, has tound that 
he is not to be hunted from the profession, and I for 
one will not lend myself to that act. Ido not know 
what capacity Mr. Banham came tc see me at my cham- 
bers. I only know that he did come, and he immedi- 
ately laid the circumstances of this case before me, and 
he did ask me to holda brief on his behalf, and asked 
me to resign my position on the Committee in order to 
do that. Having discussed the matter fully with him, I 
came to the conclusion at once that he ought not to 
spend any money, and I said “No, why should you g0 
to any expense, you are~not the prosecutor, you are 
merely the informant, and it is the duty of the College 
to prosecute him,” and it was upon my resolution that 
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Mr. Thatcher was appointed to conduct the prosecution 
and so relieve Mr. Banham. However, I did not accept 
thejbrief, and I did not resign my position on the Com- 
mittee, but I did what | ought not to have done and 
what [ have ever since regretted, and that is to sit upon 
the Committee in order to judge Mr. Bennett. If Mr. 
Banham had not come to me in my professional capacity 
I should have said at once, “I cannot discuss the 
matter with you because I should be prejudging the 
case,” but it did not occur to me until after the Commit- 
tee had sat that I acted unwisely in sitting upon that 
Committee. I endeavoured, however, to the utmost of 
my power, and I believe I succeeded, in hearing the evi- 
dence and determining upon it impartially. I was very 
careful that nothing that Mr. Banham had said to me 
should influence my judgment, and he left me a report 
of the case which is at my chambers now. I was most 
careful that my mind should not be prejudiced for or 
against the man, and after hearing the evidence on both 
sides for five hours, and most conflicting evidence it was. 
I myself came to the conclusion that he was guilty, but I 
do not blame those who in the honest exercise of their 
judgment came to an opposite decision. 

I think on the whole it is to be regretted that this 
meeting has been called to day, and I am surprised that 
the speeches which have been delivered, though tem- 
perate, have been so feeble and illconceived, Mr. Bennett 
has had a trial; the matter is ves judicata, and my 
opinion is you cannot fairly re-open the case against him 
now. I[tis in the nature of a criminal prosecution; he 
has been tried, he has been found guilty by the Com- 
mittee who dealt with it as a question of fact, but the 
‘Council in the honest exercise of their discretion—and 
wise discretion, have found in view of the narrow 
majority, that he ought not to be struck off the Register. 
That is my opinion to-day, and I hope the members of 
this profession will not rashly pass a resolution which 
they cannot uphold, and which I do not believe they can 
enforce. An amount of vindictiveness has been put into 
this matter which is to be deeply deplored. (Hear, hear). 
Weall have opponents in our businesses, but we ought 
not to allow the fact that they are opponents of ours to 
lead us into vindictiveness. You have confidence in your 
Council, you have re-elected several of them to-day, they 
have served you well, and also with regard to this case, 
and whatever you may say, they have come to the only 
conclusion which wise men could have come to. (Loud 
applause). 

Mr. Rowe: With regard to the expression that was 
mentioned by Mr. Barrett, if it has caused any dis- 
approval I express my regret and withdraw it. 

Mr. Woorr: This meeting was called to ask the 
Council for an explanation of their conduct, which we 
considered was not fair to the profession generally. I 
believe that is the object of the meeting, not the re- 
opening of the trial. 

Mr. W. Roger CrarKe: Yes, I ask Mr. Barrett to 
look at the terms of my motion. It simply asks for an 
explanation from the Council. ; 

Mr. Barrett : I believe Mr. Wooff is right and that 
is why I spoke of the feebleness of the speeches. Iam 
not speaking of the present speakers, but many speeches 
have been made, and many letters written, and the sole 
desire of those, so far as I understand, is that the case 
should be re-opened by the Council. Mr. Clarke has 
argued that the case should be re-opened, and yet he 
shrinks from bringing forward an adequate motion. That 
1s my point. , 

Mr. W. Roger CiarkE: No, the words are that it 
should be explained. i 

The PrestpENt: Yes, that is so. The requisition 1s: 
“That this meeting is of opinion that the action of the 
‘Council ve the Cambridge case has been so unsatistac- 
tory as to call for immediate explanation.” I presume 


Mr. W. Roger Ciarke: Exactly, 
on PRESIDENT : It is a pity that you did not add 

at. 

__ Mr. W. Rocer Crarke: I will do it at this moment 
if you like. 

The Prestpent: I think Mr. Thatcher and also Mr. 
Barrett have given such explanation as it is in our posi- 
tion to give. 

Mr. Bannam: Mr. President and gentlemen, nobody 
regrets the cause of this meeting more than myself, and 
Iam very sorry that Mr. Barrett has drawn your atten- 
tion to the fact that I went to him on purpose to get him 
to carry a brief for me. I may say that I had never any 
intention of doing it. I told Mr. Thatcher so when he 
first asked me to take the case up. I simply said: “ No, 
I have nothing to do with the case. I am “ot going to 
bring any action against the man. It is tux ‘ie College 
to do that. Iam simply a witness, and whatever you ask 
me, | am perfectly willing to say all I know about,” 
which I did, “but” I said “ there is only one gentleman 
| know who i3 capable of understanding a thing of this 
kind.” He said “Who is that?” “That is Mr. Barrett.” 
“Well” he said “ would you care to see him.” I said “ | 
do not mind seeing him ; his chambers are close here ; 
| shall be very pleased to see Mr. Barrett,” and I went 
accordingly, and | told Mr. Barrett what | told Mr. 
Thatcher, and he said “Quite right, Mr. Banham, it is 
nothing to do with you. All you have to do in the mat- 
ter is as a witness, and you should not spend any money 
over it,” and I did not intend to spend any money 
about it. 

Mr. Barretr: | must rise toa point of order, sir. 
Mr. Banham is not accurate. He asked me first of all if 
I would accept a brief on his behalf. I discussed the 
matter with him, and I said “ No, do not spend your 
money ; let the College prosecute.” He came to me pur- 
posely to give mea brief. 

Mr. Bannam: I beg your pardon. 
the kind. 

The Presipent: The difference of opinion on this 
matter, gentlemen, is evidence to you of the extreme 
difficulty there must have been in deciding upon the 
case that we had vefore us in connection with 
glanders. 

Mr. BannAM: What I particularly wish to know is on 
what grounds the two in a minority thought that the 
gentleman was not guilty. It seems to me that the 
Council did not act and do their duty simply because 
there was a difference of opinion in that committee. 
Now I maintain this, that if we have a committee, and 
we bring any case before them, all one person on that 
committee has to do is to disagree with the others, and 
then the Council can say: “ Oh well, the committee was 
not agreed and we will dismiss the case.” But that is 
not what our juries do ; that is not what the law does. If 
the jury does not agree they do not dismiss the case, 
they simply postpone it and have a fresh jury, and re-try 
the case ; and if any of you gentlemen round that table 
can give me any one thing in that case that a respectable 
professional man ought to do | shall be surprised. | 
shall be surprised if there was one act in this case thata 
respectable veterinary surgeon ought to do either to- 
wards another veterinary surgeon, or towards another 
veterinary surgeon’s client. This opens out a particu- 
larly important point and especially to us as_practi- 
tioners. Weare none of us safe. If we bring a case up 
before our Registration Committee what do they do with 
it? Simply shelve it, and nothing more is heard of it. 
(Cries of “ That is untrue.”) 

The Prestpent: I must call you to order, Mr. Ban- 
ham, and I must ask you to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. Bannam : I withdraw it, sir, but I say all that 
they have to do is for one member of that committee to 
dissent from the others, and we can always dissent, and 


| did nothing of 





you mean from the President and the Council. 


not give any reasons why we dissent. I happen to have 
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had aconversation with one of the gentlemen who dis- 
sented—I do not know the other gentleman who did dis- 
sent, and Ido not know whether he has been honoura- 
ble enough to say why he did ; at any rate it has never 
been divulged who he was—but Mr. Mulvey did say he 
was one of the minority. I had a conversation with Mr. 
Mulvey soon after, and not one thing could he say in the 
man’s favour, and no reason could he give for saying that 
he was not guilty. Now I maintain that that is not the 


‘way that we, as a profession, want these cases tried. We 


want them tried faithfully and honestly without fear or 
favour to anybody or anything. (App.) That is what 
we want in the profession. If we are going to carry on 
our profession honourably and justly towards the public 
we must have these cases looked into thoroughly and 
without fear or favour to anybody or anything, and a 
proper and fair verdict given in every case. It has been 
said that this man is my rival—it has been hinted at 
least—it was not said, that this man is my rival, and that 
I brought this case against this man simply because I 
did not like him. Now, gentlemen, if that is true what 
0 yee is anybody in to another man who does not like 

im? It means this: that if you have an opponent in 
your town, all you have to do is to offend that man, do 
something against him, and whenever that man pulls 
you up for anything you can say “ Yes, he is sure to do 
it against me ; it is out of spite.” Now I maintain, gen- 
tlemen, that that is a wrong position for any two men to 
bein in any profession. It simply means this, that you 
cannot bring a man up if he has once offended you. I 
have no animosity in this case at all. I brought him be- 
fore this Council because I believe, and I truly believe 
to-day, that it is a most dastardly piece of business to do 
to another member of our profession, and also to his 
client. So far as I am concerned I had nothing what- 
ever to do with the case beyond being an inspector. 
That isall I had to do with it, but I could not help hear- 
ing of the case, and you know as wuch about it as I do ; 
and if there isany member in this room who can say that 
such actions are honourable and should be carried out 
by a member of our profession, then I am very sorry for 
our profession. If we want to elevate our profession at 
all the first thing that we must do is to make its mem- 
bers, or try to make our members, gentlemen ; and 
when these cases are brought before you they 
should be treated as impartially as they possibly 
can be treated, and I am very doubtful whether 
if you read that transcript there is any member 
in this room who would think that that case was treated 
impartially. Personally I have not very much faith in 
this clause at all. It seems to me that if a man adver- 
tises—I do not care how he advertises—he is an awful 
chap ; he ought t> be struck off the rolls, and he is not 
fit to be a member of our profession. That is not my 
view. There are many worse things than advertising, 
and those are the things that I should like our Council 
to undertake and to stop. [A voice: “ You advertise.] 
Yes, Ido, sir, and I am not ashamed of it. I have never 
advertised excepting as a gentleman, yet. But that is 
quite outside this case. What we want now, or at 
least what Task is for the Council to give us some 
reason why the two in the minority thought that this 
gentleman was innocent. Mr. Barrett has told us that 
he has no doubt that he was guilty. I should like to 
know why the other two considered him innocent. 

Before I sit down, I should just like to say one word 
as to the number who tried that case. I may tell you 
that three members is a quorum, and three is quite 
sufficient to try any case, and you have no right to tind 
fault with the few that were sitting on that Committee, 
and if tive members cannot try any case— 

The PrestpENT: I do not think the Council have 
complained of the number have they ? 

Mr. Banuam : I thought that was one of the things 
that ruled the Council a good deal. 





The Presipent: I do not think that was men- 
tioned. 

Mr. W. Roger CLARKE: Mr. Trigger used that very 
complaint as tothe number of the Councilmen, that it 
was a very small committee, and it was much to be re- 
gretted. 

Mr. BanHamM: At any rate I do not think that is 
the kind of excuse that the Council should make for 
not carrying out their duty in these cases. 

Mr. CarTeER: Mr. President and Gentlemen: I think 
there is an explanation due from me with regard toa 
portion of my address to the profession. I said in that 
address that I was in agreement with the greater portion 
of the profession with regard to having this case re- 
opened. But of course, circumstances alter cases. We 
hear another side of the tale. It has come to my ears 
to-day that this case has been taken up in a vindictive 
sense, and if that is so, I think it is very wrong, for I 
have been told—I do not know if it is true—that this 


gentleman, Mr. Bennett, whom I do not know, and whom: 


1 have never met, was a partner with Mr. Banham. [ 
do not know whether that is true, I have only been tuld 
it, and that there was some disagreement and that they 
fell out. If that is so, of course we can quite under- 
stand Mr. Banham’s vindictive feeling towards this 
man. 

Mr. W. Roger CLARKE: What has that to do with 
the facts of the case ? 

Mr. Gray: We are trying the action of the Council 
and what has that to do with the action of the Council? 

Mr. Carter: I say that a case of this sort should 
certainly come from an unbiassed mind, and that is all I 
have to say. My views of the case have changed on 
account of what has come to light since. 

Mr. Woorr: May I ask if your views have changed 
because of your election to the Council. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Carter: I think I have a perfect right to express 
my feelings and to explain my views. 

_ Mr. W. RoGer CLaRRE: May I ask if Mr. Carter was 
er sitting on the Council when the affair was discussed 
efore. 

Mr. Carter: I was sitting on the Council. 

Mr. W. Rocer CLARKE: When it came before the 
Council. 

Mr. CarTER: I was. 

_ Mr. W. Rocrer Ciarke: And know nothing about 
it yet. 

Mr. Carter : I did not say so. 

Mr. Pottock : I rise to propose a direct negative, sir, 
to the proposition which is before the meeting. After 
listening to the statements on both sides I think it is 
only right and proper, and it is the view of several of us 
here who have studied the case, to thank the Members of 
the Committee for having so ably looked into the matter 
and given such a straightforward opinion with regard to 
it. For'that I.think we ought to thank our Council, 
and also for having weighed the matter up in the light 
of the small majority ; and we ought also, I think, to 
thank especially Professor Penberthy for guiding the 
mind of the Council to a right conclusion. I feel sure 
after having listened to everything that has been said 
both inside this chamber and out of it with regard to 
this prosecution case, that Mr. Banham seems to be 
somewhat in the position of the boy of Pear’s soap, and 
seems that he will not be happy till he gets this man out 
of the profession. (Laughter.) I feel sure that we should 
be doing the right thing if we thanked the various mem- 
bers of the Council for so ably discharging the duties 
which they have so faithfully done. f 

Mr. Woorr : I should like to second that. I think 
that considering the action of the Council has been 80 
honest and above board that now their only duty is to 
have the shorthand notes ptblished and circulated to the 
profession and ‘let the profession read those notes, and 
then they can say at once, “we also believe that the 
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‘man is not "pond It is so ably set out in those notes. 
il have done their best, now give the Mem- 
bers an opportunity of showing their satisfaction. I have 
no doubt that we shall be satisfied that the Council 
have done the right thing in what they have done, but 
let _us read the notes for ourselves, and we can then say | 


“The Counc 


““ Now we have testimony that the Council has acted 
wisely, we have confidence in them, and we trust them. 
they will do the right thing and they are the proper 
men in the right place. Let them prove that to us by 
simply having those shorthand notes printed and _pub- 
lished and circulated to the profession, and I am sure at 
a very early date there will be another meeting to con- 
gratulate the Council on their very able efforts. 

Professor PRITCHARD: Allow me to say a few words 
in support of what has already been said. It has been 
said and it has been said so well that I could not say it 
again half so well, but I do support what your last 
speaker has suggested, and | really think that we shal! 
be losing sight of the good work that the Council has 
done unless we back them up. Although I have left 
the Council I shall try my utmost to support the good 
work that they have done and which I am sure you 
hear of every day. 

Mr. Carter : I only want to answer the words of the 
speaker who suggested that the profession will have no 
confidence in the Council until the matter has been put 
before them. The profession have just given a full vote 
of confidence in the present Council, and have put 
ignominiously almost at the bottum of the poll the 
two gentlemen who are at the head of this move- 
ment, and who have spoken to it to-day. I think if 
you wish for the feeling of the profession you could 
not have a better guide to it than the result of this 
-election. 

So far as the production of the shorthand notes is 
-concerned, you have heard what our Solicitor has said 
and with which I fully agree myself. I have read 
them through carefully, and my remarks which you 
have had before you at Council, and I do not think it 
would be safe to publish those notes without a view 
-of an action for libel before you. I do hope and believe 
that you will accept what our President has intimated, 
that he would place them at the disposal of every mem- 
ber of the profession who chooses to come here and go 
through them. I have been through them, and it takes 
avery long time, and I venture to say, although my 
views are utterly opposed to Mr. Banham’s, that if you 
read both sides of the case you cannot get behind the 
conviction : I do not like this case ; there is something 
I do not like about it ; there is a great deal of animus, a 
great deal of ill feeling, but this case is not proved so 
that you can strike this man off the Register. You 
must read the defence as well as the prosecution. 

Mr. Woorr: There is one remark of Mr. Carter's that 
I should like to call your attention to You say that 
the two gentlemen who are pioneers of this movement 
‘are at the bottom of the poll ? 

Mr. Carter : I said or thereabouts. 

Mr. Woorr: If you compare the number of votes 
that they have received as new candidates and com- 
pare them with the votes of the old members, when 
they first went up for election, you will see that they 
compare very favourably. . 

Mr. Supson : So far as Iam concerned, and the first 
time [ went to the profession I polled 700 votes. 

The Prestipent : We have heard what has been pro- 
posed “ That this meeting is of opinion that the action 
of the Council 7 the Cambridge case has been so unsatis- 
factory as to call for immediate explanation.” That has 
been proposed by by Mr. Roger Clarke and seconded by 
Mr. Gray. Then there isan amendment by Mr. Pollock 


_ Mr. Carrer: Mr. Pollock went further than a nega- 
tive in his resolution. 

Mr. Bannan : I should like just to make one more re- 
mark, and that is to ask the Council whether it they can 
prove any animosity of any kind against a man if he 
brings a case before that Council, will they treat it in the 
same way that they have done this ? 

The Prestpent : [ could not bind myself to anything 
of that sort. 

Mr. Banuam: I do not think it is a case of animosity 
or anything of the kind. I can tell you but, of course, 
you will not believe me, that there is no animosity. It 
is simply a matter of fact. It is a disgraceful case, and 
ought tu be brought before this profession. It does not 
matter to me whether | like a man or whether I do not 
like him, I should have brought this case before this 
Council under any conditions, and [ do not think this 
Council has any right to question my connections with 
the defendant. They have no right to do that. What 
they have a right to do is to decide honeetly and fairly. 
Are these facts true? And, if they are true, they ought 
toact upon them, independently of whether either party 
knows the other or whether they do not. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : I rise to a point of order, sir. The 
question has to be put to the meeting. Mr. Banham 
has had his say several times, and it is most 
irregular. 

The Prestvent: I am afraid I must ask you not to 
continue, Mr. Banham. 

Mr. Bannan: There is one more word, sir, that | wish 
to add. 

Prof. PENBERTHY : And | must protest. Mr. Banham 
has had its full say. 

Mr. TuHatcHer: If I may say so, [ think you are under 
a misconception, Mr. Banham. | do not think the Coun- 
cil ever suggested what you imply at all. You are think- 
ing of the inquiry and what the defendant’s counsel said. 
I have never heard it suggested of the Council of this 
College. 

Mr. Bannam: Mr. Carter has just said he heard it. 

Mr. THATCHER : Not in the Council. 

Mr. Simpson : | may say that in this enquiry sugges- 
tions were made that there was some personal feeling in 
tbe matter. I[, as the then President of the court, ruled 
it out of order, so that there was no personal animosity at 
all imported into the case. 

Mr. BanHAM: I quite agree with Mr. Simpson, and | 
do not think at the trial that there was any animosity 
shown. I do not think there was for a moment. 
asked the question of Mr. Simpson at the time and he 
very rightly ruled that such questions should not be put. 
They were put to me by the defendant’s barrister, rather 
improperly I think, but still it was ruled by Mr. Simp- 
son that those things should not be introduced into the 
matter, and I, on the same ground, think that it ought 
not to be introduced here to-day. 

The Presipent : I think I must ask you to close the 
meeting now. The Secretary will read Mr. Pollock’s 
motion. 

The Secrerary: “On the motion of Mr. Pollock, se- 
conded by Mr. Wooff, the members of this meeting ap- 
prove the action of the committee and Council.” 

{Mr. Pollock’s motion was put to the meeting and car- 
ried by 13 votes to 8.] 

Mr. Woorr: There is another thing I wish to say, and 
that is that it has been hinted that this charge has been 
brought by Mr. Banham with a vindictive feeling. | 
should say that the Council should take steps to either 
clear or find him guilty of that suggestion. It has been 
stated that it is not brought in the interests of the profes- 
sion, but is purely of a vindictive nature. 
The PRESIDENT : I am afraid I must ask you to bring 





before the meeting. 
Mr. THatcHER: Do not you think, sir, that that can | 
‘be put as a direct vote in the negative ! 


that up on another occasion. 
Mr. Woorr : You evidently want to close the meeting 
rather ina hurry. I see the Councillors are leaving, and I 
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suppose they want tocatch a train, which is more impor- 
tant than the honour of the profession apparently. 

Mr. W. RoGer CLARKE: Is no man able to propose 
another motion, sir? , 

The PresmpeNt: Not now; the meeting has 
finished. 

Mr. BuakEeway: I think betore we part that we 
should propose a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman 
for the excellent manner in which he has conducted the 


. Ineeting, and the impartial way in which he has treated 


every speaker. 

Mr. Squartr: I have much pleasure in seconding the 
vote of thanks. 

The vote of thanks was put to the meeting and carried 
with acclamation. 








PARLIAMENTARY. 


Army ESTIMATES, 


House of Commons, Thursday, June 6. 


The House went into Committee of Supply, Mr. J. W. 
Lowther (Cumberland, Penrith) in the chair. 

On the vote for £15,977,000 for transports and re- 
mounts— 

Sir J. B. Marie (Camberwell, Dulwich) asked if it was 
proposed to bring back all the horses from South Africa. 
A transport for 400 horses cost £5000 a month. That 
was equivalent to about £12 per horse, and it seemed to 
him absurd to bring all these horses back when they 
would be so much needed in South Africa, and 
when they could be sold there at a much higher price 
than could be obtained in this country after the cost 
Fe ~y transport had been taken into account. (Hear, 

ear. 

Mr. Broprick said he bad been asked if it were the 
intention to bring back all the horses which had been 
sent out. He was afraid a great many of the animals had 
fonnd a permanent home out there ; but the Govern- 
ment did not intend to go to the expense of bringing 
back ordinary troop horses. 

Sir J. B. Mapte: Is it not the fact that you are bring- 
ing back horses now ? 

Mr. Broprick said the officers’ chargers and other 
valuable horses were being brought back. With regard 
to the amount, he should say that he was very far from 
taking a large vote of this kind, or any vote in the War 
Estimates, lightly. He did not suppose there was any 
man alive who had done more than he, during the ten 
years he had been connected with the War Office, in 
cutting down details of expenditure, knowing, as he did 
perfectly well, that without cutting down details totals 
could not be cut down. 

In answer to Mr. HERBERT LEwIs, 

Lord STan.ey (Lancashire, Westhoughton) said there 
had always been considerable discussion as to the best 
mode of conveying horses. Two systems had been advo- 
cated—the long stalls and the short stalls—and both had 
been tried. At first it was certainly thought that the 
short stalls were not so good as the long stalls; but he 
thought himself, when the balance of advantage could 
be sufficiently weighed, that the short stalls would be 
found to be the better system. 

The Committee divided, when there voted— 


For the amendment 122 
Against 182 
Majority against —60 


Mr. FuLLER (Wilts, Westbury) called attention to the 
present system under which remounts were purchased in 
this country. He believed that if a proper system were 
adopted a considerable and permanent saving might be 
secured by the Treasury. The dealer bought horses con- 





siderably below the Government price, and on the ap-- 
pointed day the remount officer paid his visit and bought 
these horses from the dealer at the rate of 60 to 90 an 
hour, paying £5 more for them each than the dealer had 
done. The system was extravagant and could be 
remedied. During a large part of the year the adjutants 
of Yeomanry regiments could be used for the purchase 
of remounts direct from the owners and breeders. The 
horse dealers had been making enormous sums out of 
the War Office, and if that money could be diverted to 
the pockets of the farmers and breeders a struggling 
industry would be assisted and much money would 
be saved to the State. He begged to move to reduce 
the vote by £100 in respect of the purchase of re- 
mounts. 

Sir J. B. MAp_e said that it was important to know 
whether the War Office was still buying horses from: 
abroad. Last year thousands of perfectly useless horses 


were bought in Hungary and sent to South Africa, and | 


many of our soldiers lost their lives in consequence of 
being so badly mounted. He wished to know whether 
any inquiry was being made into the swindles which had 
been perpetrated in connection with the purchase of 
horses at Budapest. It was alleged, too, that the profit 
which had thus been made had been shared by British 
officers. He had evidence of the swindles which had’ 
been going on from responsible people, and he had sub- 
mitted it to the Government. Ifthe Government would! 
order an inquiry he would put at their service the 
special knowledge of his own trainer and of the head of 
his thoroughbred stud, who knew all that had been 
going on in Budapest. The authorities in Hungary had 
been willing to assist the War Office in every way, and 
they were disgusted at the manner in which the pur- 
chases had been made. The horses were the merest 
rubbish that could have been picked up in the streets ; 
but they were sold at £25 profit each, and the spoils 
were divided with certain persons in His Majesty's 
service. Were horses still being bought from these 
‘sources? This was so important a matter that he 
thought they ought to ask the Government to grant an 
inquiry. 

r. SINCLAIR (Essex, Romford) said he quite en- 


dorsed what had been said. Dealers were engaged to 


provide a number of horses. They got them from all 
parts, including Canada and South America, and many 
of these horses were quite unfit mounts for their men 
in South Atrica. He thought they should have depits. 
throughout the country, and they should induce the 
farmers to breed a better class of horses. He condemned 
the middleman system. As tocolonial horses, the Aus- 
tralian horses were highly approved, and in Australia 
they could get horses root | cheaper than they paid now. 
If the colonies were called upon to supply horses 
it would encourage breeders in those countries. He 
also urged the utilisation of motor-cars in certain cases. 

Mr. Puruipps (Pembroke) said that this was a some- 
what serious matter. They had an hon. baronet on the 
Tory side, a man who did not make rash accusations 
every day, saying that he had information in his 
possession that British officers had been obtaining bribes, 
and that he had communicated with the Government. 
Those officers were not in that House to speak for them- 
selves, but the honour of the Army was in the hands of 
- Gocretary for War. Why did he not rise to defend 
them { 

Mr. Broprick said it was impossible for him to inter- 
vene between every speech. Anything that had occurred 
which it was desirable to have cleared up he was per- 
fectly ready to clear up ; he or his noble friend. 

Mr. PHILippPs said the papers on this subject had been 
handed over to the War Office, and the right hon. gen- 
tleman had not taken the'trouble to read them. It 
seemed to him an extraordinary thing that a Tory 
baronet should accuse officers of the Army of accepting 
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«Government, and that the Secretary of State should pay 
no attention to the matter. It was time the House should 
pay attention toit. There was no doubt that many per- 
sons were now well off who were badly off when the war 
began. He knew ofa case where a man was reported to 
be well off—worth £50,000. “How did he make it?” 
was the question, “Oh, buying horses for the Govern- 
ment.” orses fed on grass had been sent from the 
Argentine to South Africa; they had been sent to the 
front without being trained or brought into condition 
and they had died like flies. That was not good manage- 
ment. He wished to know how many horses were at the 
front now and how many were at the base being brought 
into condition. Why was the war going on? It was a 
-question of horseflesh. If a man on a grass-fed, horse was 
sent to chase a man on a horse in good condition he 
would not catch him in six months. That had been the 
case from the beginning, and it was the fault of the 
“Government. There was a suspicion that horses had 
been bought by somebody whose hands were not clean, 
and they had a right to ask that these ailegations of 
— should be probed to the very bottom. (Hear, 
ear.) 

Lord STANLEY said, in regard to the provision of re- 
mounts, he felt it rather difficult to say what would be 
possible in the future, as they were just about to appoint 
a committee which they hoped would lay before the 
country definite plans for obtaining horses in the future, 
not only in this country, but also from our colunies. 
(Hear, hear.) It was impossible that we should always | 
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seeing some gentlemen whom the hon. baronet brought 
to his room he communicated the substance of the letters 
to his right hon. friend, who told him to go into the 
question thoroughly and to probe the accusations to the 
bottom. He went at once to the Commander-in-Chief, 
and the House would understand that if anything had 
gone wrong proclaiming it on the house-tops was not the 
best way to find it out. (Hear, hear.) Those inquiries 
were being made, and any accusations that could be 
brought home weuld be. He might say that almost all 
the dates referred to in the letters mentioned by the hon. 
baronet who asked for the inquiry were of a time when 
the War Department had not a single buyer in Austria 
and were therefore not responsible for the horses bought. 
If there had been any failing on the part of Government 
or Yeomanry buyers of horses the Committee might rest 
assured that the Commander-in-Chief and the Secretary 
for War would see that it was brought home. He be 
lieved that, in spite of the accnsation that had been 
made, it would be proved that there was not a word of 
truth in the charges of corruption that had been brought 
against officers in the Army. (Hear, hear.) Accusations 
| were always made against buyers of horses. (An hon. 
member.—“Sellers.”) No; buyers, too. Anonymous 
letters were constantly being received at the War Office 
saying the Government buyer did not buy the writer's 
| horse, which was a good one, but bought his neighbour's, 
which wasa bad one. (Laughter.) In one instance the 
| Writer applied for the place of the buyer whom he was 
| accusing. 
Mr. C. Hopnouss said he thought every one who had 


| 
| 
| 
| 





have enough horses actually on the spot to meet our re- heard what the noble lord had said, that full inquiries 
quirements in cases of emergency, and in some form a| were being made, would be satisfied with it. The hon. 
retaining fee must be paid to owners for the use of their | member complained that no allowance was made for the 
herses. How that scheme would be developed it was | registration of the horses of Transvaal Volunteers in- 
impossible for him to say ; but he was glad to say that | tended for transport purposes. Kight millions was being 
all the colonial Governments were prepared, as far as he | spent for the service of remounts. Every one was agreed 


-of horses in Austria. These letters made accusations 0 
corruption, but against no particular individual. After 


.could judge, to meet them as well as they could. He | thut the system of remounts at the beginning of the war 


hoped they would te able to evolve some scheme which 
would prevent in the future our having to pay, what he 
admitted we had to pay during the late crisis, panic 
prices. He agreed that as far as possible they should 
get horses direct from the breeders. Of course they 
must make some arrangement by which private breeders | 
should bring their horses up to a certain condition, and 
then they could send down officers to select what they 
required. Earlier in the Session his right hon. friend 
told him to look into the question of dealing directly 
with the breeders, and he confessed it had not been a 
gigantic success. An officer was sent down to a place in 
England to buy horses from breeders who were asked to | 
bring the horses up to a certain conditicn. Every sort | 
of rubbish was brought to him, and the result was that 
he went away with only two or three horses, pursued by 
a shower of stones from those people whose horses he 
had not bought. (Laughter.) They could not send re- 
mount officers all over the country, picking up a horse 
here and there ; but if local committees were appointed 
to weed out the horses before the officer was sent down, 
he thought it was a feasible plan and hoped to see it in | 
Operation. (Hear, hear.) A committee of which he was 
chairman had gone into the question of motor-cars a 
transport purposes. They had issued a prospectus In | 





was extremely wasteful. According toa letter in 7'/ 
Times of June 3 from a correspondent in South Africa 
the waste of horses was going on to the same extent ; 
certainly in the same proportion. Horses died, the cor- 
respondent said, through being put into requisition before 
they had time to recover from the effects of the sea voyage. 
Much of the waste of horses in the war had been due to 
the want of skilled veterinary services. If the horses had 
been better cared for much money would have been saved 
and our troops would have had greater mobility. 

Lorp A. Compton (Beds, Biggleswade) said the 
lamentable waste of horses had certainly been one of the 
blots of the campaign in South Africa. His personal ex- 
perience, as one who had been out at the war, was that 
the class of horses sent out was not of a good class. He 
had always believed in English and Irish horses. He 


| bought most of the horses on which his own corps were 


mounted. He bought them in London at the regulation 
Government price, and had no difficulty in London in 
getting plenty of geod sound horses. After a bad pas 
sage his horses had a few days to recover and again a 
further opportunity for grass feeding on the march to 
Bloemfontein. From thence all the horses had hard work 
and poor feeding, but on arrival at Pretoria the horses of 
his company were in better condition than those of any 


: : | of , ith w »y were brigaded. Many 
which they offered very large prizes, and they hoped to | of the other troops with whom they were } 
get trials vf vehicles which a nll events would be avail- | of the troops had had remounts, and one cavalry regi- 


able for transport. They had not gone into the question 


ment had been remounted three times with horses ob 


bas . 2 or remounts. The | tained from various parts of the world ; and his experi- 
A pate adhere lle lage Be no doubt, | ence in South Africa confirmed the eee a. ping ee 
would be inspiriting ; but he did not think such a scheme after experience in Egypt and aie “a ifan ing 
would be of any advantage to the Army. With regard to | horse had a few days torecover after landing ye as ee i 
the accusation of the hon. baronet the member for Dul- | two or three horses from any other country. ~~ 0 
wich, the hon. baronet had given him privately certain The subject of remounts should be includedjin the genera 


etters containing insinuations with regard to the buying 





investigation after the conclusion of the war. Our pres- 
ent system of obtaining remounts was essentially bad, 
and, tested by the war, it had absolutely broken down. 
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He suggested breeding farms, and certainly there should 
be some system for keeping up the supply of horses for 
the Army. 

Lorp STANLEY said the horses of the company with 
which his noble friend was connected had not the hard 
work that fell to the lot of others, though he admitted 
the corps had arduous outpost duty at Johannesburg. 
a the noble lord say the percentage of horses that 

ied 1 

Lorp A. Compton : About 50 per cent. 

Lorp STANLEY said his information was that it was a 
little higher than that. But by such individual cases the 
Committee should not be led to accept the belief that all 
the horses sent out were of a bad class. From the com- 
mencement of the war to May 31, 172,985 horses were 
sent out and 80,723 mules, and on May 11 there were 
185,000 horses and mules with the forces. 

(To be continued.) 








Personal. 





Mr. BowHIL1, who quite recently returned from South 
Africa, has gone to Canada on appointment to the Re- 
mount Department. 


Mr. Grorce Crark, M.R.C.V.S., of Nether House, 
met with a somewhat serious accident on Wednesday, 
6th inst. Whilst attending to a young horse at Glanton, 
the animal kicked Mr. Craik on the leg, breaking it. 
Luckily Dr. Watson happened to be near and was able 
to render first aid. A stretcher having been procured 
Mr. Craik was conveyed to Alnwick by rail and was met 
at the station by Drs. Scott-Purves and Robson, and 
after he had been conveyed home the injured limb was 
successfully set. We are glad to hear that Mr. Craik is 
making good progress towards recovery.—Z'he Alnwick 
Guardian. 


Mr. Ropert Moors, B.A., a student of the Roya! 
Veterinary College of Ireland, has won in open competi- 
tion the First mathematical scholarship in Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin. 








ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 





C.V.S. Thomas Hoogan and George Hastings Butcher 
were discharged from hospital to duty for the week 
ended May 26. 

C.V.S. Otter Barry Skelton was discharged from 
Hospital to duty week ended May 26. 

C.V.S. Butcher, Hingston, Edwards, Hoggan, and 
McLean, left Point Natal, on June 5th in s,s. “Simla,” 
due at Southampton July 8. 

C.V.S. Flanagan and Lynch arrived at Southampton 
on Friday, June 7, in the “ Custodian.” 

C.V.S. J. C. Young, A. B. Holland, W. J. Arkcoll 
arrived at Southampton on Saturday afternoon (8th in 
the “ Mongolian.” 

C.V.S. White, Gilbert, and Lieut. Southey arrived 
at ee on Sunday the 9th in the “ Avondale 
Castle.” 





Revenue Department.— Veterinary-Major Hagger 
officiates as Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment, North-West Provinces, vice Major Rings, granted 
three months’ leave. 


A number of civil practitioners who have been serv- 
ing in the Army Veterinary Department with the army 
in the fjeld in South Africa are to be offered commis- 
sions in that establishment, on the recommendation of 





the Chief Veterinary Officer to Lord Kitchener. Besides: 
these a number of commissions are to be offered for com- 


petition amongst the veterinary schools at home at once.. 


—The Civil and Military Gazette. 








OBITUARY. 
WIu1AM Peppig, F.R.C.V.S., Cathcart, or. Glasgow. 


Graduated, Glas: April, 1871 — 


Mr. Peddie died last week, ‘after ashort illness. De- 
ceased, who was one of the best known and most respec- 
ted inhabitants, belonged to a family who have resided 
in the parish for several centuries. For the last 200° 
years memvers of the family have continuously followed 
the trade of blacksmith, a trade to which the deceased 
was also trained. Mr. Peddie wasa Fellow of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and was greatly trusted 
by stockowners.—WV.B.A. 

JoHN FREEMAN, F.R.C.V.S., Dublin. 
Graduated, Glas: April, 1881. 

Mr. Freeman died on the 6th June at his residence, 4 
Burlington Road, Dublin, aged 42 years. The funeral 
took place at Mount Jerome, on Saturday morning,. 
June 8th. 

BERTRAM Prepon Goprray, M.R.C.V.S. 
Graduated, Lond: Dec., 1892. 

Mr. Godfray died at “ Norians,” Havre-des-Pas, Jersey, 
on the 3rd June in his 35th year, after much patient 
suffering. 

Ropert J. Dawson, M.R.C.V.S., Hove, Brighton. 
Graduated, Lond: March, 1882. 

Mr. Dawson died on Wednesday, June 5th, after 

several months intense suffering. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
A.V.D. CANDIDATES. 





Sir, 

Your correspondent “ A.V.D.” has very properly drawn’ 
attention to the undoubted fact that in quoting from a 
memorandum handed to me by Sir Frederick Fitz- 
Wygram at the Council meeting referred to, a mistake 
was made. 

The memorandum I refer to was as follows: “ None of 
my prizemen ever joined the A.V.D.” It will, I am 
sure, be gratifying to Sir Frederick when he learns that 
in the Army Veterinary Department there are officers 
who have been recipients of the “ FitzWygram prizes,” 
and I am equally sure he will regret as much as I do 
that the statement—made in all good faith—should bear 
the interpretation placed upon it by “ A.V.D.” 

So far from desiring to cast a slur upon the profes- 
sional abilities of the officers of the Department, I think 
it will be admitted that for two years at least I have 
risked being voted a bit of a nuisance on the Council 
(the members of which have very cordially supported 
me) by my very frequent motions in connection with the 
non-recognition oy the War Office of the value of veteri- 
nary Officers, and its tardy expressions of willingness to 
improve their position as regards military rank, pay, and 
retired allowance.—I am, yours faithfully, 

JAMES F’, SIMPSON. 








CommunicaTions, Books, aND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
G. Mayall, C. Cunningham, J.H.Parker, H. O. Richard, 
J. F. Simpson, W. Shipley, Junr., J. Thompson, E. C. Webb, 
J.McKenny. Capt. Meradith, Lt. G. H. Badcock, Lt. Col. 
Nunn, Dr. Niven. ‘‘ Hakeem,” ‘“‘ A. B.” ‘A Deluded Ass.” 

The Agricultural Journal (Cape), Hull News, The Pioneer 
(Allahabad), Truth. The Evening Dispatch (Edin.) ‘‘ Holidays 
in Eastern Counties.” 
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